Source of material
All reagents for synthesis were purchased commercially and used as received. A mixture of ZnCl 2 (0.0204 g, 0.15 mmol), and the Schi -base ligand ((1E,1′E)-N,N′-((1,4-phenylenebis (propane-2,2-diyl))bis(4,1-phenylene))bis(1-(pyridin-2-yl)methanimine) (L)) (0.0796 g, 0.10 mmol) was dissolved in water *Corresponding author: Xiaokang Li, School of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, Gannan Normal University, Ganzhou, Jiangxi 341000, P. R. China, e-mail: gnnulxk@163.com Yangqing Jiang and Guohai Xu: School of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, Gannan Normal University, Ganzhou, Jiangxi 341000, P. R. China (10 mL) under stirring. The resulting mixture was left standing for several days to give a colorless crystalline product (Yield: 63% based on the added amounts of ZnCl 2 ).
Experimental details
All H atoms were re ned using a riding model, with C-H distances of 0.93 Å and U iso (H) values of 1.2Ueq(C) for aromatic 
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and Schi -base groups, and 0.96 Å and U iso (H) values of 1.5Ueq(C) for methyl groups.
Discussion
There is one Zn(II), two chlorido ligands and one half of the organic ligand L in the asymmetric unit. There is an inversion center that occurs at the centroid of the central benzene ring in the molecule. Therefore, the ligand L uses a meso-con guration to render the structure achiral [1] . The total molecule exhibits a symmetrical Z-shaped structure.
For crystallographically unique part of L, two phenyl rings and one pyridyl ring are not coplanar with each other. The metal center (Zn1 atom) is tetrahedrally coordinated by two N atoms from L and two chlorido ligands. The bond angles Zn1 are in the range of 80.25(9)-120.62(5)°, de ning a signi cantly distorted tetrahedron. The Zn-N distances (2.073(2) Å for Zn1-N1 and 2.088(2) Å for Zn1-N2) and the Zn-Cl bond lengths (2.175(1) Å for Zn1-Cl1 and 2.195(1) Å for Zn1-Cl2) are in normal ranges [2] . The most interesting structural feature for title compound is the hydrogenbonding role in stabilizing open three-dimensional framework. Each chlorido ligand takes part in the formation of weak C-H· · · Cl H-bonding interactions with the C atoms of pyridine rings. The two H-bonding performances result in a complicated supramolecular three-dimensional framework.
